PROCEDURE FOR SAN DIEGO CHEROKEE COMMUNITY ELECTIONS
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1. Ninety (90) days prior to the election for Council members, the Election Committee shall be selected by the Council.
2. The Election Committee shall consist of three (3) members of voting age who are in good standing.

3. The Election Committee shall be selected at random by lottery or games of chance from the pool of applicants.
4. Candidates must declare their candidacy no later than sixty (60) days in advance of the election.  They will provide a written statement of candidacy and a biographical sketch of no more than 200 words to the election Committee for publication in the newsletter.

5. If not enough candidates declare within sixty days prior to the election, then the Election Committee will recruit additional candidates.

6. Each eligible SDCC voting member shall be mailed a ballot, with a stamped, SDCC-labeled return envelope in a sealed envelope, at least fourteen (14) days in advance of the election.  A sample of the ballot will be available on-line.
7. One ballot and return envelope shall be placed in each voter’s election package and the outer envelope shall be sealed.  The Membership Coordinator shall then provide mailing labels that shall be applied to the envelopes.
8. Voters will mark their ballot, fold it, seal the ballot in the envelope, shall print their name, sign the back of the envelope, and mail the ballot.  It may be delivered in person.
9. Mailed ballots must be received on the Friday prior to the Election Day to be valid.  Ballots delivered in person must be handed to the Election Committee prior to the counting of the votes at the general meeting on Election Day in order to be valid.

10. The day of the election shall be on a general meeting day.

11. The ballots shall be opened and counted at the meeting in which the election takes place by the Election Committee.

12. One Election Committee member shall verify voter eligibility by comparing the printed name on the outside of the sealed ballot against the list of eligible SDCC voters’ names provided by the Membership Coordinator.  If the vote is valid, the name is checked as having voted. 
13. The Second Election Committee member shall open the sealed envelope,  extract the folded ballot, save the envelope, and put the ballot into the ballot box.
14. After all valid voters’ ballots present are placed in the ballot box, the Third Election Committee member shall remove the ballots from the box, one by one, and record the votes on each issue.

15. After all votes have been counted, and if a recount is requested by any Member, the entire Election Committee shall recount the votes for a verification of the results.
16. The Election Committee will keep the ballots and the return envelopes for thirty (30) days after the election.  After thirty (30) days, the ballots shall be destroyed and the Election Committee disbanded.

17. In case of a tie, the Election Committee shall conduct a run-off election by secret ballot voting by the members present at the election-day general meeting to break the tie.  The candidate with a majority of the votes wins.

18. No quorums are established for Council Member elections, which are decided by simple majority of votes cast.  If no one candidate gets a majority, the Election Committee shall settle it by secret ballot voting by the members present at the election-day general meeting; the runoff will be between the top two vote recipients.
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